
Oahe Wheelmen Cycling Club
Board Meeting
January 10, 2023
St. Charles Lounge, Pierre, SD

Meeting minutes

Call to order: 7:10 p.m. CT

Board members present: Mike Mueller, President; Colin Keeler, Vice President; Meredith Lee,
Secretary; Uriah Steber, Trails Director; Tami Darnall, Ride Event Director; John Simpson,
At-Large Member

Other members present:  Chesney Arend, John Berry, Craig Davis, William DeSchepper, Megan
Ernst, Cameron McCue, Brent Morford, Kathi Mueller, Jacob Sampson, Gina Schuetzle.

● 2023 Membership

Club membership for 2023 will open as soon as possible following decisions made at the board
meeting.  Registration will again be via BikeReg online.

Mueller expressed the desire to keep membership free to encourage participation but offered
that the BikeReg system can include a donation function to solicit free-will donations by
members when registering.

Motion by Steber, second by Keeler to include a free-will donation function to the member
registration process. Any donations will be deposited into the Club account for general use for
Club activities and objectives. Motion approved unanimously by voice vote.

● Development committee

Steber noted donation/funding opportunities also likely exist in the community from interested
businesses and organizations. Recognizing that, the board formed an ad hoc development
committee to design a tiered donation and recognition program to use in soliciting donations



when opportunities arise, including individual membership free-will giving. Lee will chair the
committee, with a program design for consideration at the April all-members meeting.

● Club and event insurance

Mueller walked through 3 potential insurance carriers for the board’s consideration: USA Cycling
(current carrier), Silent Sports (McKay Insurance Agency, Knoxville, IA), and Players Health
(Minneapolis, MN), plus two more carriers who declined to insure the club for risk of certain
activities. The analysis included comparable coverages and likely costs based on club activities,
event participation, and ease of administration.

Motion by Steber, second by Lee to acquire club and event liability insurance coverage from
Silent Sports at an estimated cost of $2,050 for the 2023 season. Motion approved unanimously
by voice vote.

● Club affiliations

The board discussed possible national affiliations to further the clubs activities and goals. Prior
affiliations with the League of American Bicyclists and USA Cycling were primarily to leverage
insurance program discounts. With those affiliations no longer necessary for insurance with
Silent Sports, Mueller and Steber noted that becoming a local affiliate of the International
Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) could leverage possible funding opportunities for trail
development in the community, plus allow us to become an IRS 501c3 nonprofit as a
subordinate filing with IMBA.

Motion by Steber, second by Darnall to register the club as an IMBA local affiliate at the cost of
$250 for the 2023 season and to become a 501(c)3 nonprofit subordinate to IMBA at an
additional cost of $250. Motion approved unanimously by voice vote.

Craig Davis offered to donate the $500 to cover theses costs for the club. Thank you, Craig!

● 2023 public ride events

Proposed public riding events for the 2023 season and event directors are:
LaFramboise Island Bike Race; Saturday June 3; John Simpson
Tour de Oahe; Saturday, June 24; Tami Darnall
Grassland Gravel; Saturday, July 15; Mike Mueller

Motion by Keeler, second by Lee to approve 3 public ride events for the 2023 season:
LaFramboise Island Bike Race, Tour de Oahe, and Grassland Gravel. Motion approved
unanimously by voice vote.



Event directors also expressed the need for spending authority in excess of $100 to acquire
goods and services for the events in a timely manner. Board bylaws currently require board
approval of any expenditure more than $100.

Motion by Lee, second by Keeler to authorize expenditure of club funds in excess of $100 to
support planning and preparation for the authorized ride events. Expenditures must be itemized,
directly related to the event (e.g. permits, products and services), and receive prior approval by
the Treasurer. The Treasurer may defer final approval to the Board. Motion approved
unanimously by voice vote.

This authority will be proposed as a permanent change to the bylaws at the all-members
meeting in April.

● West Shore Trail expansion plan

Steber described the proposed plan to expand the West Shore trails in the near future. This plan
was presented to the Corps of Engineers during a semi-annual meeting Steber and Mueller had
with Corps officials pursuant to the Club’s MOU to maintain the trails. Steber also outlined initial
discussions with grant and other funding sources to complete the expansion plan. We are
awaiting a response from the Corps on the proposal.

With hope for a favorable decision by the Corps, the board did not want to hold up potential
expansion and funding discussions waiting for a future board meeting.

Motion by Keeler, second by Simpson to pursue funding for the expansion of the West Shore
trails in the form of grants, donations, and sponsorships. Any agreements for funding must be
approved by the Board. Motion approved unanimously by voice vote.

● Other updates

Board members reviewed a sponsorship/partnership offer from Italian bike tour company
Cyclismoplus that would offer discounts on their standard tours for club members and possible
custom club tour. The board took no action.

The Club will have a booth at the SD Bike Summit in Sioux Falls on Sunday, Jan. 15 to promote
the 2023 ride events and riding in general in the Pierre and Fort Pierre communities.

East Pierre trail development - The City of Pierre has hired TrailArts to do a final design of the
new multi-use singletrack trail on the east side of town, with design to be completed upon a site
visit once the snow is gone.



The SD Senior Games will be held in Pierre in September and include 3 bicycle race events.
The games’ director has reached out for possible support from the Club. Mueller plans to meet
with the director and will report back.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. CT


